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The Digital Tattoo
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Student generated Open Case Studies



Poll



What steps or considerations do you have around your 
own identity and digital privacy use social media?



You intentionally create and manage 
your online identity and understand 
that it can influence your sense of self, 
your personal life, and your 
professional life (Feerrar & Hammer, 
2019; Mauthner & Kazimierczak, 
2018). 

You are aware that search engines, 
websites, platforms, and the Internet 
of Things (i.e., wearable technologies, 
smart homes, etc.), and some emails 
track your online activity and create 
your digital footprint. This can lead to 
privacy and surveillance concerns, 
especially for Indigenous Peoples 
(McMahon, 2020)

Digital Identity and Literacy 



 “….both a hidden curriculum of surveillance and intense pressure around employment 
futures, young people in particular then are being asked to navigate social media use 
(documenting their lives, hanging out with friends, and engaging in self-expression) with 
this threat of future reputational harm looming.” Robards and Graph 2022

A hidden curriculum



The University Context  



The University Context  

Student Vunerability



Emerging professionals 



3350
Teacher Candidates

120 
Media and Technology Students

660 
Emerging Pharmacists

17



Surveying Self-efficacy



I think it’s important to consider the sharing of 
information on “private” platforms such as 
discord, and to really think about if your posts 
and beliefs are adding value for the group, 
rather than just posting to vent 

UBC Teacher Candidate

Student Responses



I feel I’ve improved my ability to evaluate the 
nuances of posting, “venting”, and patient 
confidentiality. I enjoyed this session a lot and I 
loved how it stressed the importance of intentions 
behind posting, sharing, etc.

UBC, Doctorate of Pharmacy Student

Student Responses



Students as Partners 



Case study 

Questions not answers

Evolving 

Ambiguity 

Positionality 

Dealing with Complexity 



Share Your Approaches

https://bit.ly/etug2022



Thank You 

Website: digitaltattoo.ubc.ca

Twitter/Insta: @DTATUBC

Email: digital.tattoo@ubc.ca 
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