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Thompson Rivers University campuses are on the traditional lands of the 
Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc (Kamloops campus) and the T’exelc (Williams 

Lake campus) within Secwépemc'ulucw, the traditional and unceded
territory of the Secwépemc. The region TRU serves also extends into the 
territories of the St’át’imc, Nlaka’pamux, Tŝilhqot'in, Nuxalk, and Dakelh, 

and Métis communities within these territories.







- To provide SD73 students the opportunity to engage with TRU 

faculty, staff, students, and others within the community on career 

opportunities in Science Technology Engineering Arts and Math 

(STEAM).

- Over the duration of the project this became focused on 

secondary level girls— specifically girls in grade ten (2019) – and 

then grades 9-12 (2020)

- Collaboration between SD 73; TRU faculty, staff, students; 

TRUFA; public sector(s); and private industry.

Initial Goals





Expectations Exceeded
2019 2020

SD 73 students 65 registrants 150 registrants

SD 73 teachers 3 6

TRU faculty 6 6

TRU staff (non-faculty) 4 5

TRU students 1 5

Non-TRU presenters 8 24

Event sponsors Mind the Gap; SD 73; 

TRU Open Learning

Mind the Gap; SD 73; TRUFA; the 

Advancing Women in Engineering 

and Technology initiative.

Additional partners / service units TRU Engineering

TRU Future Students

Other participants TRU Elder





• Scalable event!

• Virtual keynotes = highly engaging

• Your facilities and media teams are the best

• Budget accordingly for food

• Movement breaks are important

• You can’t start planning early enough

• Presenters make your program

• Elders vitally important

• Blended and F2F modalities highly effective

Lessons Learned





• Ideally there will be a 2021 event

• Mind the Gap has been suspended indefinitely; hopefully to be restarted

• K-12 education is significantly different

• Different staffing, resources, priorities

• New partnerships? Virtual or hybrid events?

• Shared programming— cross-district / cross-institutional?

Where, when and how— to be determined!

2021 and beyond?



Thank you!


