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Redesigning  
a Case Study Learning Activity 
using Videos and 
Google Maps 
 
…and how 
YOU can 
do it too! 
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This image is in the PUBLIC DOMAIN. The original book is 
available at the Internet Archive  
www.archive.org/details/frenchmaninameri00orel 

 

Just 302: Logical & Analytical 
Thinking in the Justice Context 

• Third Year Course 
 

• Emphasis on legal 
reasoning and 
justice discourse. 
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http://www.archive.org/details/frenchmaninameri00orel


Challenging 

• Difficult course to deliver online !!! 
 

• Application of theoretical framework and 
course concepts to practical assignment 

 
• Blending of the material to give students 

“real world” practice 
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• Difficult for some students 
 

• Use of video and actors bring the investigation 
to a more real place 
 

• Students are challenged to brainstorm and this 
gives a better picture for them on what they are 
dealing with 

 

Make Believe 
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Mock Investigation Assignment 
• A simulated police investigation that calls upon critical 
thinking skills in a realistic, justice context 

• Serial Sexual Offender operating in the West End of 
Vancouver 

• Different ways to investigate and endings 
  
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/lydiashiningbrightly/5360841239/sizes/l/in/photostream/  
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...a need for a change! 

CC approved: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/aroberts/56390762/  
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The real impetus for change was to make it more real and slick.  The content on screen was initially very dry. A LOT of text on screen and if a student is a visual or auditory learner, this format was not going to do justice for the learning experience of various student learning styles.





http://www.flickr.com/photos/aroberts/56390762/


…before 
Before 
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At RRU case studies are quite popular as an activity or an assessment tool throughout many of the courses. As the Instructional Designer, I read through the material and noticed that although the content was great there was a lack of innovation. It was very text based and yet the content provided had the potential to offer the students so much more through the use of media. I spoke with Keiron about the possibility of adding video and other media elements to the case study and he was extremely keen to try to further the innovation of the case study.

 




After !!!  
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By adding the video elements and the Google maps, we were able to bring the mock investigation to a new reality for students. The places where the crimes take place are all real locations in the downtown lower Eastside of Vancouver. Rather than having to go over to Vancouver to take video footage and/or still images of each location, our Interactive Media Developer suggested that we use Google to highlight these locations. Students have the option to use street view and Google Earth, so they can actually move the map around and see actual buildings, street names, cars, locations, etc.
 




Scenario 
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So how did we get here? 

• Meeting with the Interactive Media Developer 
(Carlos) and Media Technician (Dave) 

• Identified the purpose 
• Timelines- what was reality?? 
• Proposed media elements to Keiron (Instructor) 
• Scripts and got cast of characters 
• Storyboards 
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With all of these innovative ideas, prior to development it was important that we gather the “right” group of people to complete the work. This included the Interactive Media Developer and Media Services department. �
As the Instructional Designer I made it clear what the purpose of the changes were- as in moving from an entirely text based learning activity, to something that was more innovative, interesting and addressed various learning styles.

We discussed timelines… what could WE do, realistically, in the timeframe.

Together, we all came up with our media element ideas- from video testimonies to Google Maps. We made sure that we had all of our “ducks in a row” and then came up with a solid plan to then propose the media elements to Keiron, the Instructor.

We then drafted scripts based on the content already provided and enlisted a cast of characters, which basically entailed me writing emails to various colleagues across the University asking for help. Fortunately that was extremely easy! Everyone wanted to be involved in something that would assist student learning.

Carlos will now pass around the storyboards that were created so we could all be on the same page as to what the potential design would look like and what the stages of development were. 



Videos 
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Show text and videos




Notes about videos 

• Must use sound pedagogical framework 
 

• Do not need to be full scale production – you can do 
with your iPhone (script is many times more 
important than great production) 
 

• Great if they can be presented in HTML5 format 
(any browser, any device) 
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If appropriate:

Show on iPad

Show on iPhone



Maps 
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Show old and new versions

Show in Moodle and outside of Moodle

If appropriate, how on iPad and on iPhone





Google Maps are great because 
• They are free 
•  Easy to create 
• It is great whenever you need a visual map 

representation of a topic 
• The user can choose Satellite View, Google Earth 
• Endless possibilities with HTML integration 

(pictures, videos, text, other maps, etc.) 
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/donkeyhotey/5521102662/sizes/l/in/photostream/  

Do you  
want  
to create a 
Google Map 
now? 
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Tips from an ID on how to  make this EASY! 

1. Choose an activity that can be repurposed vs. 
built from scratch 

2. MEET! 
3. Solid planning BEFORE meeting with Faculty 
4. Show examples! 
5. Storyboard - details, details, details 
6. Let everyone take ownership 
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Talk to your Instructional Designer as soon as you have a potential idea- hopefully early on in the development process. Ask yourself "what worked well in the course the last time I offered it? What didn't work well?" You don't need to re-design your entire course to make it fully interactive but perhaps as the Instructional Designer to review some of your activities or assessments to see if there are areas where he/she might see potential for innovative practice. Be sure to ask the Instructional Designer for examples. Honestly send us your wildest idea of what you want to see in your course and you never know, we might be able to make your dream a reality!




So what did the students 
think? 
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Thank YOU!  Questions & Answers 

Carlos.dacruzalves@royalroads.ca 
 
Amanda.coolidge@royalroads.ca 
 
Keiron.1mcconnell2@royalroads.ca  
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